
Historic Hudson Community Association 

February 12, 2014, GMP Hall 

 
The regular meeting convened at 7 PM. Sherry Cass, President, presided over the meeting. Members 
present: Carol Floyd, Sherry Cass, Sondra Lott, Richard Lott, Mindy Nelson, Rod Nelson, Jose Cabral, 
Ann Rao, Ely Rao, Jim Amore, Robert Scanlon, and Linda Scanlon. 
 
Guest Speaker 
 

1. Sherry Cass introduced our first guest speakers, Patty Hobson and Blake Hobson, Playworld 
Midstates, New Albany, OH. The guests began by asking what we wanted to see in the North 
Street Park. Given the small space, they suggested a playground focus for 3-5 year old children, 
yet be suitable for 3-12 year old children overall. This would be ADA compliant, have about 
44’x56’ footprint,  rubberized mulch, about 15 year warranty depending on components, and 
minimal maintenance involving visual inspection and occasional bolt adjustments. 
 

2. Our second guest speaker was then introduced, Kevin Ferris of Recreation Brand and Groups. 
He mentioned that safety is a critical factor in playground design primarily meeting needs of 2-12 
year old children. He envisioned a park capacity of 35-45 children with shading, ADA compliant, 
ASTM-CSPD compliant. A park could also be structured for 25-35 children. It should be paved 
with 6” of shredded rubber, despite a higher cost, made of green products, with a foot print of 
about 35’x40’. 

 
Minutes 
 
The minutes of the January meeting were accepted and approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
The previous budget stood at $1730.07. No new revenues were received, and expenditures of $165.07 
were posted. This left a balance of $1565.00.   
 
Committee Reports 
 

Beautification & Historic Preservation Committee: Richard Loot stated that a meeting was held on 
January 23, 2015. A quorum for the meeting was not met. He stated that the application for 
funding needed to be submitted about a year in advance. He then presented survey results that 
are part of this application (see attachment), and mentioned that storm water runoff is a concern 
needing to be resolved. In order to move forward with park funding issues, HHCA would need to 
assume stewardship of the project. Richard stated this presented an opportunity for HHCA that is 
consistent with one of its charges, Article 2, Goal 3b, “establishment of…a recreational park 
within the Association.” 
 
Motion: HHCA shall adopt North Street Park as a community park. The motion was seconded and 
approved following discussion centered about HHCA’s responsibilities. This motion changed 
HHCA’s role from ‘exploratory’ to one of park development and stewardship. It is expected our 
duties will include oversight of funding grants and basic park maintenance, such as weeding 
flower planting, perhaps overseeing water use. The Committee is now charged with seeking 
funding, collaborating with City and other parties, plan the development of the park, and grant 
writing. 
 
Additionally, to proceed forward with park stewardship, HHCA needs to enter into a contract with 
the City of Newark (see enclosed). 
 



Motion: HHCA will enter into an agreement with the City of Newark through its “Adopt –A-Park 
Program”, run by Newark’s Parks and Recreation Department. The motion was seconded and 
approved. 
 
Richard mentioned that we will most likely need to hold various fundraising events on behalf of 
building the park. Further discussion on this issue was tabled for future meetings. 
 

 
Old Business 
 
Carol Floyd stated that our efforts regarding Hudson Ave lamp-posts have been successful. The City of 
Newark will send letters to residents and undertake tree trimming around lamp-posts to increase lighting 
and visibility. 
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IS PARK ACCESSIBLE BY MULTIPLE MEANS OF 
TRANSPORATION?

IS THERE SUFFICIENT LIGHTING?

IS THERE SUFFICIENT EQUIPMENT & AMENITIES?

IS THE PARK KEPT CLEAN AND WELL MAINTAINED?

HAVE YOU RECENTLY TAKEN YOUR CHILDREN TO THE 
PARK?

DID YOU ENJOY YOUR MOST RECENT VISIT TO THE PARK?

Summary of Park Survey Questions

No Response No Yes
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